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SUBJECT: DIFFICULTIES OF ADDIS HILTON 

1. CURT STRAND, PRESIDENT OF HILTON INTERNATIONAL, CALLED 
AF/E APRIL 14 TO REPORT THAT HILTON'S GERMAN CHEF INADDIS 
HAD BEEN ARRESTED, WAS SUBSEQUENTLY RELEASED AT INTERVEN- 
TION OF GERMAN EMBASSY, BUT STILL HAS TO STAND TRIAL, AND 
THAT OPERATION OF HOTEL WAS BECOMING EXTREMELY DIFFICULT. 
STRANDCOULD NOT EXPAND ON LATTER POINT AS ALL HIS INFORMA 
TION HAD COME INDIRECTLY VIA PHONE CALL FROM HILTON’S 
ADDIS MANAGER PETER SMITH, A UK SUBJECT, TO HILTON'S AREA 
VP IN BRUSSELS, TONY CLEGG, WHO HAD THEN CONVEYED IT 
TO STMAND. SMITH HAD TOLD CLEGG CRYPTICALLY THAT "CON- 
TINUED OPERATION IN ADDIS WAS IMPOSSIBLE" BUT THAT HE COULD 
NOT ELABORATE OVER TELEPHONE AND WAS SENDING MESSAGETO 
CLEGG THROUGH GERMAN DIPLOMATIC POUCH. SUCH ASSESSMENT 
CAME AS COMPLETE SURPRISE TO HILTON AUTHORITIES HERE. 
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2. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY LIGHT WHICH EMBASSY CAN SHED ON 
REASONS FOR SMITH S PESSIMISTIC PROGNOSTICATION RE FUTURE 
OF HILTON’S OPERATION IN ADDIS AND WHETHER EMBASSY CAN 
PROVIDE ANY GUIDANCE OR BE OF ANY HELP TO HILTON. ACCORD- 
ING TO STRAND, HILTON LEASES BUILDING FROM PMG, BUT HAS A 
CONSIDERABLE INVESTMENT AND INVENTORY ON THESPOT. KISSINGER 
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